PAUL ASTROM

AN INSCRIBED STONE ANCHOR FROM HALA SULTAN TEKKE

I would like to dedicate this small paper to the memory of my late friend Dr Kyriakos Nicolaou,
who was one of the finest gentlemen I ever met. He was the first -together with Hector Catling-
to draw attention to the stone anchors at the Late Cypriote town at Hala Sultan Tekke. In a
paper in Antiquity! they published composite stone anchors found on the shores of the Larnaca
Salt Lake. Since then many more have been discovered on land and in the sea at Hala Sultan
Tekke and the nearby Cape Kiti area and published by Honor Frost2, Dan McCaslin? and others?.
Kyriakos Nicolaou always followed our excavations with keen interest and I am sure he would
have enjoyed seeing the inscribed anchor, which was uncovered in the excavations in 1988, had
he lived.

The anchor (Figs. 1-2; drawing by Elias Markou) was found built into the northern wall of
Room 72 near its entrance, in the western part of Area 8 at the site’ (Fig. 1). In the grid system
of the excavations it was found in the south-eastern corner of FFb466, + 10.73m. above the Salt
Lake levels. The room may provisionally be dated to Late Cypriote IIIAI (c. 1190-1175 B.C.).
The stone anchor antedates the building of the room.

It is an oval or roughly square composite stone anchor with rounded contours (Fig. 2). It
was made of sandy limestone. It has a large round hole near the pointed end and two smaller
round fluke-holes side by side near the broader end. A Cypro-Minoan sign is incised between
the two fluke-holes. Length 39cm. Width 40cm. Thickness 16cm. The anchor had been broken
at the top and one side before it was placed in the wall. The anchor has been removed to the
Larnaca District Museum and a copy has been made in its place. Although similar composite
anchors have been found elsewhere] there are no good parallels for the square, rounded shape.

The sign which is inscribed on the anchor is No. 27 in Emilia Masson’s signary$. It occurs
in all the three Cypro-Minoan scripts in Cyprus and in Ugarit. As Knapp has observed®, a common
sign is not in itself conclusive proof of a Cypriote or Ugaritic provenance. One of the composite
anchors published by Nicolaou and Catling has another Cypro-Minoan sign inscribed.

1. K. Nicolaou and H.W. Catling, “Composite stone anchors in Late Bronze Age Cyprus”, Antiquity XLII, 1968, 225-
229.

2. Frost, “Some Cypriot stone-anchors from land sites and from the sea”, Report of the Department of Antiquities Cyprus
1970, 14.24.

3. G. Hult and D. McCaslin, Hala Sultan Tekke 4 (SIMA XLV:4), Gothenburg 1978; D. McCaslin, Stone Anchors in Antiquity...
(SIMA LXI), Gothenburg 1980 (cf. B.A. Knapp’s review in Journal of the American Oriental Society 102.3, 1982, 543-
544).

4. O.T. Engvig and P. Astr{)’mo, Hala Sultan Tekke 2 (SIMA XLV:2), Gothenburg 1975. For other stone anchors from
Hala Sultan Tekke see P. Astrom et al., Hala Sultan Tekke 9 (SIMA XLV:9), index s.v. stone, anchor. Others are
still unpublished.

5. For a map of the site see op.cit., Fig.

6. For the grid system see P. Astrom et al., Hala Sultan Tekke 3, p- 10.

7. Note 1 above.

8. E. Masson, Cyprominoica... (SIMA XXXI:2), Gothenburg 1974, 13, Fig. 2. This sign is interpreted as ‘“‘shi” or *“‘she”
by her, ibid., Fig 26. Is it the initial of the name of the owner? If it is the initial of the name of the city, one would
expect the same sign on anchors from Hala Sultan Tekke.

9. See note 3.
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It is uncertain, if the anchor belonged to a ship from Hala Sultan Tekke or elsewhere. It
was partly damaged and thus not quite perfect, although it could still function with its three holes.
It was, however, discarded and used as a stone in a wall. A systematic study of all the broken
stone anchors in the walls of Hala Sultan Tekke will be made in the future. They are evidence
of a once vivid sea trade.
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INEPIAHYH

Mua dyxvpa Bpednke evioryiopévn oto Bopeto Toiyxo Tov dwpatiov 72, To omoio ypovoroyeitat
oV “Yotepn Enoyn tov Xaikov (1190-1175 n.X.), n dyxvpa Opwg mpEMeL va gival maiatdtepn.
"Egepe T ouvnOiopévn peydAn omr mpog Tn CTEVI] HEPLA TNG KOL SVO HIKPOTEPEG OTO TAATOTEPO
KAT® pEpog. Meto€d TtV pIKpOV OTdV LINPYE YopaypEvo ypappo tov Kumpo-Muvoikol
cvAhafapiov mov, givat To idto pe tov apBuo 27 otov mivaka mov etoipace n Emilia Masson.
Av 10 mhoio Gvnke € KATOLKO TNG MOANG dev MNTav duvatd va eEakpifobei. Yrapyer maviog
TANO®pa aATd AYKLPEG GTNV TEPLOYT], SELYHA EVIOVOV EUTOPIKAOV GYECEOV dia Badldoong.




